
The effort of RWHPP has seen the formation of a government-level
Rainwater Harvesting Steering Committee. The committee has initiated work
to prepare rainwater harvesting guidelines for urban and rural areas. The
newly drafted Urban Water Sanitation Policy has a rainwater harvesting
chapter in it. Following a workshop in January, the housing colony sector

has also committed to install plants
in new housing projects. Similarly,
Bank of Kathmandu, a leading private
sector bank, has agreed to provide
priority and facilities to loan
proposals for building houses that
will have the rainwater harvesting
system. Information on rainwater
harvesting is reaching the community
level thus building a mass ready to
adopt this technology.

in Nepal and was even nominated for the World
Water Forum ’06 Film Festival in Mexico. The national
dailies were full of praise for the tele-film that
introduces the rainwater harvesting technology for
addressing water scarcity in Kathmandu. Jalpari was
also showcased in the World Urban Forum III,
Vancouver and is nominated for the Himalaya Film
Festival in the Netherlands. The producers of the
tele-film recently gave permission to the World
Water Forum to showcase it in water related events
following a request from the latter for the same.

The role of the media in promoting
the technology and disseminating
information about it has been
encouraging. National newspapers in
the country have highlighted the
successful implementation of the
technology in various building and have
repeatedly presented the rainwater
harvesting technology as the readily
available option to solving Kathmandu’s
water woes.

Initiatives
Under RWHPP, a website with rainwater harvesting calculator

is being designed to provide information to the people on
the amount of rainwater they can collect at their rooftops,
the size of system they can install and the cost of it.

NGOFUWS has given training to the Municipal Police of
Kathmandu Metropolitan City Enforcement Department, who
were earlier cutting pipes that were draining rainwater from

terraces of buildings to the main roads, to motivate residents to collect rainwater
rather than draining it to the road. Similarly, Nepal Red Cross Society Kathmandu
District and Lalitpur District, as well as Guthi Youth Network,
after participating in a training program on rainwater
harvesting system, signed an agreement for dissemination
of the technology and have been promoting the technology
with their door-to-door campaigns.

On the cultural front, the ancient Sithi Nakha festival,
which is celebrated at the end of monsoon every year with
farmers feasting and cleaning up water sources, is being
promoted as a national festival in order to spread the practice
of cleaning and preserving water sources. Additionally, thanks
to RWHPP, the Stone Spout Users’ Association has initiated
efforts to recharge groundwater.
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Rainwater should be utilized- Honble’ Minister Mr. Gopal Man Shrestha

RSS, Kathmandu: Minister for Physical
Planning and Works Gopal Man Shrestha
stated that we should use rainwater as
per our convenience looking into the
inability of water supply to meet the
demand whi le  address ing  an

international workshop entitled
'Rainwater harvesting; everyone's
interest' in Sri Lanka. He told that the
techniques of rainwater harvesting and
its use is a mater of interest for Nepali
people.

Source: National Daily The Gorkhapatra, September 30, 2006
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